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Bronx Health REACH
New York Center of Excellence in the Elimination of Disparities
Legacy Projects

Request for Proposals
Background

Bronx Health REACH was formed in 1999 to eliminate racial and ethnic disparities in health outcomes in diabetes and heart disease in African American and Latino communities in the southwest Bronx. It received funding from the Centers for Disease Control REACH 2010 Initiative from 2000 through 2007. The Bronx Health REACH Coalition is led by the Institute for Family Health, and includes 40 community-based organizations, health care providers, faith-based institutions, housing and social service agencies. Its research partner is the New York Academy of Medicine.  

The goals of the Bronx Health REACH Coalition are to serve as a national model of community empowerment that demonstrates how to build healthier communities; promote self-management through healthy behaviors; increase awareness of racial and ethnic disparities in how health care is provided; identify and promote models of accessible, respectful, culturally sensitive and high quality care; and promote policy changes to improve healthcare access and the other community and environmental factors contributing to the better health of people of color.  

In October 2007, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) designated Bronx Health REACH as a National Center of Excellence in the Elimination of Disparities (CEED). One goal of the New York CEED is to help other communities design and implement programs to eliminate racial and ethnic disparities in health and improve health outcomes in diabetes.

Legacy Projects
One role of the CEED is to award grants to help initiate new projects in New York State that will help promote the CEED goals and objectives. NY CEED will provide three to four seed grants in 2009-2010 to fund new projects in New York State which aim to eliminate health disparities related to diabetes prevention, management, and treatment.  We invite eligible organizations to submit proposals for funding by September 1, 2009.  It is our hope that applicants will review the projects and activities of Bronx Health REACH and consider replicating or adapting such activities in their communities. Please see www.bronxhealthreach.org for more information. 
Funds Available

NY CEED will award three to four grants of $25,000-$50,000. Funding will be for one year, beginning October 2009. Second year funding may be possible for some projects.

Timetable
Release Date
        



   -
               July 20, 2009
Letters of Intent Due



   -
          August 14, 2009

Proposals Due Date 



   -
      September 1, 2009
Site Visits and/or Conference Call Interviews  -   
  September 7-18, 2009
Notice of Awards    



   -     
     September 25, 2009
Eligibility Criteria

We are looking for projects that meet the following criteria:

1) Applications must be submitted on behalf of an existing community coalition with a non-profit organization serving as the grantee.  
2) Organizations submitting applications must:

a. be located in New York State 
b. serve primarily African American and/or Latino populations

3) Applications must address eliminating racial and ethnic disparities in health outcomes with a focus on diabetes prevention, management, and treatment.
Review Criteria
In an effort to address the issues of racial and ethnic disparities and their impact on diabetes in communities across New York State, the NY CEED seeks to help “jump start” new projects developed by existing community coalitions that have a high probability of success and sustainability. 

Legacy funds support activities which may include, but are not limited to:
· conducting a community needs and assets assessment

· building coalition capacity 
· sharing knowledge and changing behavior

· training or enhancing skills

· local start-up activities of a community coalition

NY CEED seeks proposals for Legacy Projects designed to help community members understand, identify, and address the root causes of health disparity present in their communities.  We seek projects that help communities address the underlying causes of diabetes related disparities at the individual, organizational, community, and policy level.  Applicants should review the projects and activities of Bronx Health REACH and consider replicating or adapting them in their own communities. NY CEED has a particular interest in projects which:
· address barriers in the health care system 

· address policy and/or systemic change related to the social and economic determinants of health (e.g. access to healthy foods, access to opportunities to exercise)

Please see www.bronxhealthreach.org for more information about Bronx Health REACH activities.
CEED Participation 
One of the goals of New York CEED is to help develop and sustain a statewide collaboration to address disparities, and to be an active part of the national effort to address health disparity. Successful applicants will be expected to participate in CEED regional or statewide collaborative efforts, including the NY CEED Legacy Project symposium,  and to be part of the CEED evaluation.  

Submitting a Proposal:

· Please email jlinnell@institute2000.org by August 14, 2009 to inform us of your intent to submit a proposal.  

· The narrative portion of the proposal should be no more than six (6) pages long, single spaced, in 12 point font (Ariel or Times New Roman), with one inch margins. 
· Required attachments (listed below) are not included in the page count.
· Please contact Jill Linnell with any questions at jlinnell@institute2000.org or (212) 633-0800 extension 1305.
THE PROPOSAL SHOULD CLEARLY ADDRESS THE FOLLOWING:
1. Contact information:

· Applicant’s name and address

· Contact person’s name, address, phone, email

2. Description of the coalition 

· Coalition’s mission

· Types of participants

· History and experience 
· One “success” story of something the coalition has accomplished.
3. Project Description including:

· Need to be addressed

· Community to be served (location, racial/ethnic populations served)

· Goals and objectives of the proposed project
· Activities, methods, and strategies used to achieve objectives

· Expected outcomes

· Evaluation plan describing how outcomes and impact will be measured or assessed

· Roles of coalition members

4.  Timeline 
· A brief timeline of the proposed methods, strategies, and activities of the overall project  
5. Funds needed

· How much money are you asking for?

· How will funds be used?

6.  Required Attachments 
A.
A work plan (template provided) that clearly indicates:

· Goals and objectives
· Activities planned to meet those objectives
· Persons responsible
· Timeline

B.
A budget and budget justification for the dollars requested and any additional support available.  The budget (template provided) should include the sections listed below, as applicable.  A brief explanation should be provided for each item requested in the budget.

· Personnel-List position, title, name of person filling the position (if known), salary (or rate), and describe the role and responsibilities of each position.  For each position include, if applicable:
· percentage of work time to be dedicated to the project 
· total number of months dedicated to work on project.   

· amount of salary/pay coming from other sources (if applicable)
· amount requested

· Fringe Benefits-List all components of the fringe benefit and explain the rate (if applicable).

· Travel-Explain the need for all travel and itemized expenditures including:

· Miles, rate, and reason for local travel.

· Travel outside of local area should include reason, allowable per diem, hotel registration, mileage or ticket estimates, etc.

· Equipment/Supplies-Provide itemized list of project-specific supplies, printing costs, educational supplies etc.

· Contractual Costs-Briefly explain the need for each contractual arrangement and how these components relate to the overall project and accomplishment of grant objectives.

· Indirect Costs-State the rate (not to exceed 15%) and amount used to calculate.

C. 
Documentation of the applicant’s non-profit status.
D.
List of coalition members – with contact person’s name, address, phone, email

E.
A Memorandum of Agreement from each Coalition member that clearly defines their role.

Send your proposal to:
Jill Linnell, Program Administrator
Bronx Health REACH/New York CEED

Institute for Family Health

16 East 16th Street

New York, NY 10003
jlinnell@institute2000.org
Proposals must be received by September 1, 2009 or they will not be accepted.  Proposals may not be faxed. 
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