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I-94 ARRIVAL/DEPARTURE RECORD

The I-94 is a 3"x 5" card which is issued to almost all noncitizens upon entry to the U.S.   It is also
issued to individuals who entered the country without inspection and subsequently have contact
with the INS.  The card is stamped or handwritten with a notation that indicates the individual’s
immigration category or the section of the law under which the person is granted admission or pa-
role.  The words “Employment Authorized” may also be stamped onto the card.  Noncitizens with
I-94s include LPRs, persons fleeing persecution, persons with permission to remain in the U.S.
based on a pending application, persons in deportation or removal proceedings, nonimmigrants,
and undocumented persons whose period of admission or parole has expired.

I-94 Arrival/Departure Record

KEY TO I-94
Codes on the I-94 indicate the provision of law related to the individual’s status.  What follows
is a list of codes most commonly found on the I-94.

PERSONS FLEEING PERSECUTION
CODE MEANING

203(a)(7) Conditional entrant
207 or REFUG Refugee
208 Asylum
243(h) or 241(b)(3) Withholding of deportation or removal
AM 1, 2, 3 Amerasian
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KEY TO I-94  (CONTINUED)

PERSONS GRANTED PERMISSION TO REMAIN IN THE U.S.
CODE MEANING

106 Granted indefinite stay of deportation
242(b) Granted voluntary departure
212(d)(5) Parolee

NONIMMIGRANTS
CODE MEANING

A-1, -2, -3 Foreign government official, dependents, and employees
B-1 Visitor for business
B-2 Visitor for pleasure (tourist)
C-1, -2, -3 Aliens in transit
D Crewmember of ship or aircraft
E-1, -2 Treaty trader and investor and dependents
F-1, -2 Foreign student and dependents
G-1, -2, -3, -4, -5 Representative of international organization, dependents, and employees
H-1A Registered nurse
H-1B Alien in specialty occupation
H-2A Temporary agricultural worker
H-2B Temporary worker
H-3 Trainee
H-4 Spouse or child of “H” worker (see categories above) or trainee
I Foreign information media representative and dependents
J-1, -2 Exchange visitor and dependents
K-1, -2 Fiancé(e) of U.S. citizen and children
L-1, -2 Intracompany transferee and dependents
M-1, -2 Vocational/nonacademic student and dependents
N-8, -9 Parent of special immigrant and children
NATO-1 through -7 Representatives of NATO, dependents, and employees
O-1, -2, -3, -4 Persons with extraordinary ability

in the sciences, arts, education, business, and athletics, and dependents
P-1, -2, -3 Artists, entertainers, and athletes who are performing, teaching, or on an exchange program
Q Cultural exchange
R-1, -2 Religious workers and dependents
S5, -6, -7 Alien supplying information relating to crime or terrorism, and qualified family members
TWOV Transit without a visa
TC Canadian citizen seeking temporary entry pursuant to Free Trade Agreement
TN, -D NAFTA professional and dependents
WB Visitor for business admitted under visa waiver pilot program
WT Visitor admitted under visa waiver pilot program


