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[Insert Name of Your Health Center] Celebrates National Health Center Week 2013

Event is Part of National Campaign Celebrating America’s Health Centers’ Record of Success
[DATELINE] [Insert Name of Your Health Center] is marking National Health Center Week 2013 (NHCW) with [Describe Your Event], as part of a weeklong campaign (August 11-17) to raise awareness about the mission and accomplishments of health centers as local solutions for affordable and accessible health care, both throughout the State of New York and nationally.

Community health centers provide a health care home to 1.6 million New Yorkers at over 600 sites statewide and approximately 22 million people across the country, and they are increasingly becoming the trusted provider of choice for many families, regardless of insurance status.  In fact, health centers are expected to play a large role in educating the nearly 2.7 million currently uninsured New Yorkers about the new insurance options available to them via the Health Benefits Exchange and, beginning on October 1st, helping them to enroll in the appropriate plans.
Evidence shows that patients choose health centers because they are convenient, affordable, and offer a range of services from a team of caring professionals. “Every day in our waiting rooms I witness the value of having a patient-centered health care home,” says [Insert Name of Health Center Spokesperson]. “When people have a place to go for regular care, they use it and stay healthier. The services we provide onsite—primary care services, pediatrics, pharmacy, dentistry, even mental health services, [insert additional specific services that your health center provides, if applicable]—allow our patients to get the care they need under one roof and in a place where they are treated as individuals, with dignity and respect.  This is what health care should be, and what we celebrate during National Health Center Week.”
To learn more about the mission and accomplishments of New York’s community health centers, please visit the Community Health Care Association of New York State (CHCANYS) website at www.chcanys.org. 
To find out more about National Health Center Week, visit www.healthcenterweek.org. 
